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This article examines the peculiarities of coordinating the foreign policy directions of states
within modern regional integration associations under conditions of international
environment transformation and the intensification of global challenges. The relevance of the
topic is determined by the necessity to align the national interests of member countries with
the collective objectives of regional cooperation. Among the key issues identified are uneven
political priorities among states, differences in levels of integration and interaction, and
difficulties in developing common decisions in international policy. The purpose of the study
is to identify the main instruments for coordinating foreign policy actions within integration
associations and to assess their effectiveness in contemporary geopolitical conditions.
Comparative, systemic, and institutional approaches were applied in the research process
together with methods of political analysis, forecasting, and generalization of international
practice. An examination of the activities of the European Union, ASEAN, the African Union,
and MERCOSUR enabled the identification of specific features of interstate interaction models
in the sphere of foreign policy. Findings demonstrate that the highest level of effectiveness is
achieved through mechanisms based on institutional coherence, diplomatic dialogue, and
multilevel cooperation. The obtained results indicate that regional integration structures are
gradually strengthening their role in international relations by developing common positions
on security, economic, and humanitarian issues. At the same time, the effectiveness of
collective actions depends on political trust among participants, stability of institutional
systems, and the ability to respond to changes in the international environment. The article
proposes a conceptual approach to assessing the effectiveness of foreign policy interaction,
encompassing institutional, strategic, communicative, security, and diplomatic components,
enabling a comprehensive analysis of the degree of coordination in international decision-
making and the effectiveness of joint activities among participating states. Conclusions
substantiate that improving the mechanisms of foreign policy interaction is an important
prerequisite for strengthening regional stability, enhancing the international influence of
integration associations, and ensuring an effective response to contemporary challenges.
Prospects for further research include analyzing the digitalization of diplomatic processes,
developing multilateral cooperation and adapting integration models to the new conditions
of global politics.
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Y cratTi focaifKeHO 0cO6JUBOCTI KOOpAHHALl 30BHILIHbONOJITUYHUX KYPCIB Zilep>KaB y Mexax
Cy4acHUX perioHajJbHUX iHTerpauiiiHux o6’€AHaHb B yMoOBax TpaHcdopmanuii Mi>kHapoAHOro
cepeioBHILA Ta 3POCTAaHHS IVI0GAJbHUX BUKJMKIB. AKTya/lbHICTb TEMH 3yMOBJeHa NOTPe6oio
Y3roJ)KeHHS HalliOHaJIbHUX iHTepeciB y4acHUKIB iHTerpaLiHUX CTPYKTYp i3 KOJIEKTUBHUMHU
[iJIAMU  perioHaJbHOTO CcmiBpoGiTHHITBA. Cepes 3HAYYN[UX MPOOGJEM BHOKpPEMJIEHO
HepiBHOMIPHICTb NONITUYHUX NPIOPUTETIB KpaiH, BIAMIHHOCTI y piBHAX iHTerpauiiHol B3aeMoAIl
Ta TPYAHOLIi yXBaJIeHHs CHIJIbHUX pilleHb y cdepi MiKHapoAHOI moaiTHKU. MeToo cTaTTi €
BU3HA4YeHHS OCHOBHHUX IHCTPYMEHTIB y3ro/pKeHHs 30BHIIIHBONOJITUYHUX JiH JepKaB y Mexax
iHTerpaLiiHUX 00’ejHaHb i OIiHIOBaHHSA iXHbOI PE3yJIbTATUBHOCTI ¥ Cy4acCHUX TeOMOJIiTUYHUX
yMoBax. Y Npoleci A0CaiI)KeHHS1 3aCTOCOBAHO MOPiBHSAJIbHUN, CUCTEMHUM Ta IHCTUTYLiHHUN
niJIX0 1, 30KpeMa MeTO/AM NOJIITUYHOrO aHasli3y, IPOTHO3YBaHHA U y3araJbHeHHS MiXHapoAHOI
NpaKTUKU. BuBueHHs JissbHOCcTi EBponericbkoro Cow3sy, ACEAH, A¢pukaHcekoro Coro3y Ta
MEPKOCYP pano 3Mory o6rpyHTyBaTH cienndiky GyHKLiOHYyBaHHSA Mojesed MikJepkaBHOI
B3aemMoAil y cdepi 30BHIIHBOI mOJMTUKU. BusBseHo, o HaloGiabmy edpeKTHUBHICTH
JAEMOHCTPYIOTb  MexaHi3MH, OCHOBaHi Ha TMO€AHAHHI IHCTUTYLINHOI  y3roJ»eHOCTi,
JUIJIOMAaTUYHOrO Jiiajiory Ta 6araTopiBHeBoi ciiiBnpaui. OTpMMaHi pe3yibTaTH 3aCBiJYYIOTh, 1110
perioHasbHi iHTerpauiiiHi CTPYKTypH HOCTYNOBO NOCHUJKIOTH BJIACHY POJib Y MiXXHapOJHUX
BigHOCHHAX, GOpPMyOYM CHiJbHI MO3ULil 100 6e3MeKOBUX, €KOHOMIYHUX i TyMaHiTapHHUX
NUTaHb. BogHoYac piBeHb pe3yIbTaATUBHOCTI KOJIEKTUBHUX il 3a/1€3KUTh BiJi MOJITUYHOI 0BipH
M y4YaCHUKaMHM, CTabGiJIbHOCTI iHCTUTYLiHHOI CUCTeMM Ta 3JATHOCTI pearyBaTH Ha 3MiHU
Mi>)KHapOJHOI KOH'IOHKTYpH. 3alpollOHOBAaHO KOHUENTYyaJbHUM MifXiJi [0 OLiHIOBaHHS
epeKTUBHOCTI 30BHIIIHBONOJITUYHOI B3aEMOJil, 10 OXOIMJIE IHCTUTYLiHHUH, CTpaTeriyHui,
KOMYHiKaliliHUM, 6e3neKoBUM Ta JUIJIOMAaTUYHUM CKJIAZHUKKA W 3abe3nedyye KOMILJIEKCHUHI
aHaJIi3 CTyINeHs y3ro»KeHOCTi Mi>KHapO/JHUX pillleHb Ta piBHA eeKTUBHOCTI CNiJIbHOI AisIbHOCTI
JlepaB-y4acHMIb. Y  BHCHOBKax OOIpPYHTOBaHO, 110 yJAOCKOHaJeHHS  MeXaHi3MiB
30BHILIHBONOJITUYHOI B3aEMOJAIl € BaXXJIMBOK IEPeAyMOBOI0 3MillHEHHSI perioHaJbHOL
CTabiJIbHOCTI, NifiBUILleHHs MbKHApoAHOI poJii iHTerpauiliHUX 06’€JHaHb Ta 3a6e3NedYeHHs
eeKTUBHOTO pearyBaHHs Ha Cy4yacHi BUKJUKHU. [lepcreKTHBY NOJalbLINX JOCIi/PKeHb OB’ sA3aHi
3 aHaJi3oM LudpoBizaLii AUNJIOMATUYHUX POLECIB, PO3BUTKOM 6araTOCTOPOHHbBOI CliBIIpaLi Ta
ajjanTaniero iHTerpaniiHuX MoJesiel 10 HOBUX YMOB IJI06a/IbHOI MOJIITHKH.

KJ/IIOYOBI CJIOBA

Jlep>KaBU-y4YacHUILi, nudpoBi3zallisg AUMIOMAaTUYHUX MPOILECIB, MOJITHYHA JIOBIpa,
rJ100a/JbHi BUKJIMKH, 30BHIIIHS MOJIITHKA, MiXKHApOAHA B3aEMO/isl, perioHajbHe
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1. Introduction

Foreign policy interaction of states within regional integration associations plays an important
role in ensuring international stability, developing interstate cooperation and forming joint solutions to
global problems. The transformation of the international system, increasing security threats, economic
instability and intensifying geopolitical competition lead to an increase in the importance of
coordinating foreign policy strategies. The main task of integration structures is to form effective
mechanisms for coordinating the political interests of member states, capable of ensuring a joint
response to international challenges and increasing the effectiveness of diplomatic activities.
Coordination of foreign policy strategies is an important component of maintaining regional security,
strengthening international partnerships, and developing political interaction between states. In view
of this, ensuring effective foreign policy interaction is a complex multi-level process that involves
improving institutional mechanisms, developing diplomatic instruments and forming coordinated
political decisions. In particular, increasing the effectiveness of coordination structures that can
contribute to the efficiency of decision-making and taking into account the interests of all participants
in the integration process is of great importance. At the same time, the development of models of
international interaction focused on issues of geopolitical transformations, changes in the international
security system and the need to adapt integration associations to the dynamics of global politics remains
relevant. Special attention deserves the study of the relationship between the level of political coherence
of states and the effectiveness of the implementation of joint international initiatives. Thus, optimizing
diplomatic coordination mechanisms, improving the procedures for developing joint decisions,
increasing the transparency of interstate interaction and developing strategic partnerships are among
the basic practical tasks of regional integration associations. In addition, increasing international
competition, increasing the number of regional conflicts, intensification of migration processes, energy
crises and the consequences of global instability necessitate the adaptation of integration structures to
new international realities. Accordingly, scientific and practical research in this area should be aimed at
identifying the most effective models of coordination of foreign policy strategies that can ensure the
stability of international relations, strengthen interstate cooperation, and effectively respond to global
challenges.

2. Literature Review

The analysis of scientific works devoted to regional integration processes and foreign policy
coordination demonstrates the diversity of approaches to the study of the interaction of states in
multilateral structures. Particular attention in modern scientific thought is paid to the issues of
institutionalization of cooperation, asymmetry of influence of participants and mechanisms for the
formation of joint political decisions. The strengthening of the security dimension of interregional
interaction, in particular in the field of energy cooperation between the European Union (EU) and South
Africa, is considered in the study of J. Muntschick, who emphasizes the processes of securitization as a
factor in the transformation of coordination mechanisms [1]. In the context of relations between the EU
and the Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR), attention is paid to political mediation and the absence
of automatic deepening of integration, which is emphasized in the joint study of A. J. ]. Soto and co-
authors [2]. The environmental challenges within the EU-MERCOSUR trade agreement, in particular the
issue of sustainable development, are analyzed in detail in the work of R. Palmieri and colleagues, where
the emphasis is on regulatory and environmental contradictions [3].

The balance between trade, development and environment within the transatlantic agreements
is further revealed in the study of ]. Harrison and S. Paulini, who emphasize the complexity of reconciling
economic and environmental priorities [4]. In a comparative perspective, the EU and MERCOSUR are
viewed as asymmetric integration entities, where the institutional depth of interaction remains limited,
which is argued in the work of D. Nolte and C. Correa Ribeiro Neto [5].

Mechanisms of civil society participation in regional integration using the example of MERCOSUR
and the Southern African Development Community (SADC) are analyzed by H. Ramanzini Jr. and
B. Luciano, who point to different levels of institutional openness and involvement of non-state actors
[6]. Within the EU, the problem of multi-level governance and integration of state competences is
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studied in detail by C. Freudlsperger and M. Jachtenfuchs, who emphasize the gradual expansion of
supranational influence [7].

The dynamics of regional integration in the context of global crises, in particular pandemics and
the weakening of multilateralism, are examined in the work of S. Chirathivat et al.,, who compare the
adaptation mechanisms of the EU and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) [8]. Political
negotiations on the formation of the EU-MERCOSUR agreement, with an emphasis on geopolitical and
economic factors, are analyzed by N. Pose-Ferraro, who emphasizes the complexity of balancing the
interests of the parties [9].

The structural features of MERCOSUR as a trade association, its limitations and development
prospects are studied by A. G. Koval and E. K. Andrianova, who point to the presence of political
fragmentation in the region [10]. In the broader global context, the issue of inequality and asymmetry
of the world order is revealed by S. S. Karatasli, emphasizing the influence of the global hierarchy on
regional processes [11].

Interregional links between ASEAN and MERCOSUR are examined by O. E. Fernandez-Guillén, who
highlights the potential for cooperation between countries of the Global South in the context of growing
economic interdependence [12]. The role of global value chains and transport infrastructure in shaping
international economic integration is analyzed by R. Lanz and R. Piermartini, who emphasize the critical
importance of logistics networks [13].

The institutional aspects of political decision-making in the EU, in particular the role of national
parliaments, are examined by A. Tacea, who emphasizes the growing political dimension of legal
procedures [14]. The impact of domestic political changes in Germany on EU foreign policy is revealed
in the work of L. Roth, who shows the dependence of coordination mechanisms on national political
processes [15].

The social determinants of political behavior in Latin America that influence support for
integration processes are analyzed by F. A. Borges [16]. In turn, the issues of coalition management and
the distribution of political priorities in public administration are considered by H. Kliiver and H. Back,
which allows us to explain the mechanisms of political decision-making [17].

The multi-level nature of trade negotiations is demonstrated in the study by J. Broschek and
P. M. Goff on the example of the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between
Canada and the EU, which emphasizes the role of subnational actors in the negotiations [18]. In the field
of international politics, the management of nationalism in China is also analyzed, which in the work of
0. Burcu is associated with the internal mobilization of political support [19].

The fragmentation of the global trading system and the need for interregional coordination are
considered by V. K. Aggarwal and S. Newland, who emphasize the growing role of regional mechanisms
for trade management [20]. At the same time, the transformation of global governance in times of crisis,
in particular under the influence of the COVID-19 pandemic, is analyzed by ]. Leib, which demonstrates
a change in approaches to strategic communication of international organizations [21]. Despite the
significant volume of scientific research, a comprehensive analysis of the coordination mechanisms of
foreign policy strategies in different types of regional associations in a comparative dimension remains
insufficiently covered, which determines the relevance of further research.

3. Problem Statement

The purpose of the study is to scientifically substantiate and determine the mechanisms for
coordinating foreign policy strategies of states within modern regional integration associations.
Particular attention is paid to the analysis of current models of international interaction, the
identification of urgent problems of harmonizing the foreign policy interests of the participating states,
and the delineation of effective tools for increasing the level of political coherence and the effectiveness
of joint decisions within integration structures.

4, Methods and Materials

The study is based on a comprehensive analysis of scientific works and analytical reports devoted
to international cooperation, foreign policy of states and functioning of regional integration
associations. At the same time, emphasis is placed on studying the mechanisms of coordination of
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foreign policy strategies in the context of the transformation of the international environment and the
strengthening of global challenges.

The empirical basis is formed by materials of the European Union, ASEAN, African Union and
MERCOSUR, in particular analytical reports of foreign policy departments of the participating states.
The collected information covers data on procedures of joint decision-making, level of diplomatic
coherence, institutional interaction and implementation of joint strategic initiatives in the spheres of
security, economy and international cooperation.

Several methods were used in the research process: comparative analysis - to compare models of
foreign policy coordination in various regional integration structures, which made it possible to identify
common patterns and differences in the functioning of coordination mechanisms and assess their
effectiveness; a systemic approach - to consider foreign policy interaction as a multi-level structure that
encompasses institutional, political, diplomatic and security components. Institutional analysis
contributed to the study of the role of the governing bodies of integration associations in the formation
and implementation of joint foreign policy decisions.

Additionally, methods of political analysis and forecasting were used to assess the impact of
geopolitical changes, conflict situations and global crisis processes on the effectiveness of coordination
mechanisms. Content analysis of official documents, strategies and international agreements provided
the definition of the basic principles of harmonizing foreign policy positions of states.

Accordingly, the conceptual modeling method was used to generalize the results, which
contributed to the formation of a structural model for assessing the effectiveness of foreign policy
strategy coordination, which covers the institutional level of interaction, the degree of political
consensus, the intensity of diplomatic communications, the level of security cooperation, and the
strategic coherence of decisions.

5. Results and Discussion

The intensification of globalization processes has led to the formation of structured formats of
coordination between the member states of regional integration associations, which provide for regular
consultations, coordination of positions in the field of international policy and the development of joint
approaches to responding to regional and global challenges. Modern integration associations have
gradually acquired the functions of platforms for political dialogue and coordination of strategic
decisions between the member states.

At the same time, the expansion of the institutional component of regional organizations was
accompanied by the formation of existing coordination mechanisms and the development of multi-level
diplomatic interaction, which ensured the growth of coordination of foreign policy actions of states and
the strengthening of the role of collective representation of interests in international relations.

In addition, the further development of coordination processes is associated with the growing
influence of geopolitical changes, which have actualized the need for more flexible and more adaptive
forms of interaction. Regional associations of countries have intensified the use of mechanisms for joint
response to security threats, economic crises and political conflicts, which required an increase in the
level of political coherence and trust between member states.

Accordingly, the practice of the EU demonstrates a developed model of coordination of foreign
policy strategies, which combines institutional mechanisms of common foreign policy and regular
consultation procedures between member states, and considerable attention is paid to the formation of
common positions on international security, sanctions policy and crisis response, which strengthens the
influence of the association on the global stage [1].

Against this background, the experience of ASEAN and the African Union reflects a different logic
of coordination, where priority is given to consensus decision-making and flexible formats of diplomatic
interaction. Such a format helps to take into account the diversity of political interests of member states
and ensures the gradual convergence of positions in the field of foreign policy without rigid
supranational centralization [2].

The development of coordination mechanisms in regional integration associations is associated
with the growing role of joint institutions that ensure not only the coordination of positions but also the
formation of long-term foreign policy guidelines. In this context, the importance of strategic planning is
increasing, which allows participating states to move from reactive diplomacy to preventive
coordination of actions in the international environment.
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Specific manifestations of the functioning of coordination mechanisms in various regional
integration associations are given in Table 1.

Table 1. Mechanisms for coordinating foreign policy strategies in regional integration

associations
Regional integration . s . .
A Main coordination mechanisms Features of functioning
association
European Union (EU) Common Foreign and Security Policy, High level of institutionalization, formation of agreed
Council of the EU, European External positions, binding joint decisions in key areas
Action Service
Association of Consensus approach, annual summits, Flexible model of interaction, absence of rigid
Southeast Asian regional forums supranational centralization, priority of political
Nations (ASEAN) consensus
African Union Pan-African Parliament, African Union | Focus on security coordination, gradual strengthening
Commission, crisis response of institutional capacity, dependence on member
mechanisms states
Southern Common Common Market Council, Common Economically oriented coordination, limited foreign
Market Market Group, consultation policy integration, predominance of
mechanisms intergovernmental decisions

Source: Compiled by the authors based on [3-5].

The data presented demonstrate the different levels of institutional design of foreign policy
coordination within regional integration associations. The highest degree of formalization is
characteristic of the EU, where the combination of supranational structures and joint decision-making
mechanisms ensures relatively stable coherence of foreign policy actions [4, p. 731]. At the same time,
such a model assumes dependence on the internal political agreement of the participating states, which
affects the efficiency of response in crises.

In this process, ASEAN and the African Union form a predominantly intergovernmental type of
coordination, dominated by consultative formats and the principle of consensus decision-making. Such
a configuration contributes to the flexibility of interaction but limits the level of institutional integration
of foreign policy strategies. In particular, MERCOSUR demonstrates a more economically oriented model
of cooperation with a limited impact on foreign policy coordination, which further emphasizes the
uneven development of integration mechanisms [5, p. 100].

Thus, the results of the comparative analysis give grounds to assert that the effectiveness of
coordination mechanisms is determined by the level of institutional integration and the degree of
political trust between the participating states. In more structured systems, the ability to form agreed
positions in the field of foreign policy is observed, while less institutionalized formats retain a
predominantly declarative nature of interaction.

However, among the main problems of coordinating foreign policy interests, the asymmetry of the
priorities of states dominates, due to differences in the level of economic development, geopolitical
orientations and the scale of international influence. An additional complicating factor is the varying
degree of readiness to delegate part of foreign policy powers to the supranational level, which limits the
depth of integration and slows down the process of making joint decisions.

At the same time, an important aspect remains the need to form more flexible instruments of
interaction that can combine national interests with the collective goals of regional associations.
Strengthening coordination capabilities in this area is considered a basic prerequisite for increasing the
effectiveness of common foreign policy and strengthening the positions of integration structures in the
global system of international relations [6].

Thus, summarizing the results of the comparative analysis, it is noted that the sustainability and
effectiveness of coordination mechanisms largely depend on the quality of the institutional environment
and the level of trust between the participating states. Thus, in conditions of high institutional
organization, a more predictable nature of the coordination of foreign policy decisions and the
consistency of their implementation is ensured, while in less formalized models of interaction,
fragmentation and limited ability for long-term strategic planning prevail [7, p. 126].

Despite the outlined ways to solve the problem, the identified imbalances in the processes of
coordination of foreign policy positions necessitate the improvement of the tools of multilateral
interaction, in particular by increasing institutional adaptability and expanding the mechanisms of
political coordination. The development of such approaches contributes to a more effective combination

6
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of national priorities with the collective interests of integration associations and strengthening their
role in shaping the global architecture of international relations [8, p. 557]. Accordingly, strengthening
coordination capabilities in the above areas requires the systematization of interaction tools used
within regional integration associations to regulate foreign policy strategies and increase the
effectiveness of joint decisions (Table 2).

Table 2. Interaction tools in regional integration associations

Integration environment Interaction tools Application nature
Institutionally developed Common Foreign and Security Policy, High level of formalization, mandatory
supranational structures European Diplomatic Services, Sanctions coordination of decisions

Mechanisms, Coordination Councils
Consensus-oriented Summits, Regional Forums, Consultative Flexible interaction without strict
regional associations Platforms, Declarative Agreements supranational regulation
Security and stabilization- | Crisis Response Mechanisms, Peacekeeping Predominance of the security component,
oriented organizations Operations, Political Forums, Coordination gradual institutionalization

Missions

Economically integrated Intergovernmental Councils, Trade and Limited political coordination, dominance
intergovernmental Economic Agreements, Consultative of economic cooperation
systems Mechanisms

Source: Compiled by the authors based on [9-10].

According to the data in Table 2, the differentiation of interaction tools is shown depending on the
level of institutional development and functional orientation of regional integration associations. The
most extensive system of tools is characteristic of supranational structures, where the combination of
diplomatic, legal and coordination mechanisms ensure a high degree of coherence of foreign policy
decisions and the stability of joint actions.

In particular, consensus-oriented associations demonstrate the predominance of flexible formats
of interaction based on political consultations and declarative agreements. Such a model contributes to
the preservation of the autonomy of the participating states, but limits the depth of institutional
integration and reduces the speed of formation of common positions.

In structures focused on ensuring security stability, interaction tools are focused mainly on crisis
response mechanisms and peacekeeping operations, which reflects the priority of maintaining regional
security over political unification. At the same time, economically integrated intergovernmental systems
are characterized by the dominance of trade and financial cooperation with limited development of
foreign policy coordination, which emphasizes the unevenness of the functional load of integration
associations. Substantiation of instruments for increasing the level of political coherence within
integration structures involves improving coordination procedures and strengthening institutional
interaction between participating states. Of particular importance is the development of stable
consultation mechanisms that ensure regular exchange of positions and reduce the risk of political
disagreements at the decision-making stage [11, p. 31].

Another important direction is the formation of joint strategic planning systems that make it
possible to coordinate foreign policy priorities even before the stage of their implementation. Such an
organization of interaction increases the predictability of states' actions and contributes to
strengthening trust between participants in integration processes. The development of multi-level
diplomatic interaction, which combines interstate and suprastate levels of coordination, is of additional
importance. Such a configuration provides a more comprehensive consideration of the interests of the
parties and contributes to the formation of balanced decisions in the field of international policy.

In addition, increasing the effectiveness of joint decisions is associated with improving the
mechanisms for monitoring and evaluating their implementation. The presence of clear indicators of
the implementation of agreements ensures the timely detection of deviations and adjustment of joint
actions, which enhances the effectiveness of the functioning of integration structures as a whole.

So, summarizing these results, the main stages of improving coordination mechanisms are
systematized and their structural sequence is shown (Figure 1).

The proposed sequence of actions is aimed at systematically improving the coordination of foreign
policy strategies within regional integration associations. The initial stage involves analyzing the
current state of interaction between states, which allows for determining the level of coherence of
foreign policy decisions and identifying the main problem areas.

7
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Analysis of the state of

e . . Identification of divergences Assessing the effectiveness of
coordination of foreign policy S

in the national interests of the existing coordination
participating states mechanisms

strategies in regional
associations

Monitoring the effectiveness
of joint foreign policy
decisions and their
adjustment

Formation of institutional Introduction of multi-level
instruments for foreign policy |2 diplomatic formats of
coordination interaction

Figure 1. An algorithm for improving mechanisms for coordinating foreign policy strategies
within regional integration associations
Source: Compiled by the authors

The next stage is associated with the identification of differences in the national interests of the
participating states, which forms the basis for further adjustment of coordination processes. Assessing
the effectiveness of existing mechanisms provides a justification for their limitations and the need for
institutional modernization.

Further formation of foreign policy coordination instruments involves strengthening the role of
common institutions and the development of stable coordination platforms. The introduction of multi-
level diplomatic formats contributes to the combination of national and collective interests in the
process of making foreign policy decisions.

The final stage of the algorithm includes monitoring the effectiveness of joint decisions and their
adjustment in accordance with changes in the international environment, which forms adaptability and
increases the effectiveness of coordination mechanisms in the long term.

Thus, the implementation of the proposed algorithm ensures a more coordinated nature of foreign
policy interaction, increases the effectiveness of coordination mechanisms and strengthens the
institutional capacity of regional integration associations. The consistent implementation of these stages
contributes to reducing the level of political disagreements, improving the quality of joint decisions and
creating a more stable environment for international cooperation.

6. Conclusions

The study determined that the mechanisms for coordinating foreign policy strategies within
regional integration associations differ significantly in terms of the level of institutional maturity and
the nature of interaction between the participating states. The most coordinated forms of cooperation
are inherent in structures with a developed supranational component, while intergovernmental formats
are characterized by the predominance of consultation procedures and less binding joint decisions. It
was found that the main barriers to effective coordination are the asymmetry of political priorities,
different levels of economic development and limited readiness of states to delegate part of foreign
policy powers. It is substantiated that increasing the effectiveness of joint decisions requires
strengthening institutional interaction, developing stable consultation mechanisms and implementing
multi-level diplomatic cooperation. In particular, the formation of joint strategic planning systems is of
great importance, as it ensures earlier coordination of foreign policy priorities and reduces the risks of
conflicts of interest. The proposed algorithm for improving coordination mechanisms allows structuring
the interaction process from analytical assessment to monitoring results. Prospects for further research
are related to an in-depth study of the transformation of coordination mechanisms in the context of
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global challenges and an analysis of the impact of digital technologies on the processes of forming and
implementing a common foreign policy in regional integration associations.
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