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The article examines the problem of political corruption as a systemic factor reducing the
effectiveness of state anti-corruption policy and as a threat to the national security of
Ukraine. The approaches to the formation of anti-corruption policy in Ukraine remain
insufficiently systematic, which is reflected in the fragmented nature of decisions,
incomplete consideration of previous experience, and limited analysis of alternative
instruments of state influence. Particular attention is paid to the social dimension of
corruption. It is noted that corruption in Ukraine is consistently perceived as one of the
key social problems, while the greatest concern is associated specifically with political
corruption related to the activities of public authorities, political parties, and state
decision-making processes. At the same time, everyday corruption practices are often
not perceived by the population as critically dangerous, which is due to the low level of
trust in state institutions and the historical peculiarities of their development. The
content of political corruption is clarified as a form of improper use of public authority,
administrative, and political resources for the purpose of obtaining private or group
benefits. Its direct connection with the processes of public policymaking, distribution of
public resources, and the functioning of key state institutions is established, which
determines its systemic nature and distinguishes it from other forms of corruption. It is
substantiated that political corruption has a multidimensional impact, in particular
leading to reduced effectiveness of public administration, distortion of economic
mechanisms, weakening of social trust, and increasing risks to national security. It is
demonstrated that the effectiveness of anti-corruption policy largely depends on the
quality of information support in the decision-making process. Emphasis is placed on the
need to use complete, reliable, and verified statistical and sociological data for identifying
corruption risks, assessing their scale, and determining priorities for state response.
Based on the conducted analysis, it is determined that counteracting political corruption
requires a comprehensive approach, including ensuring transparency of electoral
processes, institutional separation of politics and business, strengthening the
independence of the judiciary, developing public oversight, and fostering a sustainable
culture of intolerance toward corrupt practices.
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Y crarTi pocaimkyeTbcs mpo6seMa MoJITUYHOI KOpynuii fIK CHCTEMHOIO0 YMHHHKA
3HWKEHHSI epeKTHBHOCTI Jiep:KaBHOI AaHTUKOPYNI[iHHOI MOJITHKM Ta SIK 3arposu
HanioHa/nbHIN 6e3neni Ykpainu. BctaHoBieHo, mo B YkpaiHi nigxoau 1o ¢opMyBaHHSA
AHTHUKOPYNLiAHOI MOJITUKM  3a/]UMIIAIOTbCA  HENOCTaTHbO CHUCTEMHUMH, IO
NpOABJAETbCA Y parMeHTAapHOCTI pillleHb, HENIOBHOMY BpaxyBaHHI IollepeJHBbOr0
JlOCBily Ta 06MeXKeHOMY aHaJli3i aJibTepHaTUBHUX iHCTPYMEHTIB [jep>KaBHOT'0 BILJIUBY.
OkpeMy yBary NpuJiJIeHO CYyCIiJIbBHOMY BUMIpYy KopyImuii. 3a3HadeHo, o0 B YKpaiHi
KOpYMNIis cTabi/IbHO CHIPUHMAETHCS K OJjHA 3 KJIIYOBHUX CYCHIJIBHUX Mpo6JieM, MpHU
[[bOMY HaHOIMbIIMK piBeHb 3aHENOKOEHHS BHKJHMKAE CaMe MOJITHUYHA KOPYILisd,
NOB’sI3aHa 3 JisVIbHICTIO OpraHiB BJaJy, MOJITUYHHUX MapTil Ta NpoLecaMy YXBaJIeHHS
Jlep>)kaBHUX pilieHb. BojaHoyac mno6yToBi KOpyMUiliHI NOpakTUKM 4YacTo He
CIPUHAMAIOTHCs HaceJIeHHSM K KPUTUYHO Hebe3MevHi, 1110 3yMOBJIeHO HU3bKUM piBHEM
JIOBipH [0 JilepaBHUX IHCTUTYTiB Ta iCTOPUYHUMH OCOOGJMBOCTAMHU IiX PO3BUTKY.
YToyHeHO 3MicT mosiTU4HOI Kopymuii fik $opMHU HenpaBOMipHOrO BUKOPHUCTAHHSA
BJIalHUX IOBHOBAXEHb, 3/AMIHICTPATUBHUX | NOJITUYHUX PECYPCIB 3 METOX OTPUMAHHSA
npYBaTHOI abo rpynoBoi BUrou. BcranosJieHo ii 6e3nocepe/iHil 3B’130K i3 mpoLecamMu
dopMyBaHHS  JepKaBHOI  MOJITHKH, poO3MOAIy MyOJiYyHUX  pecypciB  Ta
JYHKLIOHYBaHHSIM KJIOYOBUX IHCTUTYTIB Jep:KaBH, 10 BU3HA4a€ II CUCTeMHUH
xapakTep i BigMmiHHicTB Bif iHmUKX BUAIB kopynuii. OGrpyHTOBaHO, 10 MOJITUYHA
KOpyMNIifs Mae 6araToBUMIpHUH BIUIMB, 30KpeMa MpPHU3BOJUTb [0 3HHWKEHHS
edeKkTUBHOCTI JepkaBHOro yImpaBJiHHSA, pAedopManii eKOHOMIYHHMX MeXaHi3MiB,
nocaabJieHHsl ColiaJibHOI JIOBipH Ta 3pOCTAaHHs PU3UKIB /I HalliOHAJbHOI OGEe3MeKH.
[lokasaHo, 10 pe3y/bTAaTHUBHICTb AHTUKOPYILIMHOI MOJITUKM 3HA4HOK Mipomo
3aJIeXKUTh BiA sKocTi iHopMmauiiHOro 3a6e3ned4eHHs MPOLEeCy NPUUHATTS pilleHb.
HarosiomeHo Ha HeO6XiAHOCTI BUKOPUCTAHHSI MOBHHUX, [JJOCTOBIDHUX Ta NepeBipeHUX
CTAaTUCTUYHUX i COLioNOTIYHUX JaHUX A4 ileHTUdiKanil KopynUiHUX PU3UKIB, OLIHKU
ix MacmTabiB i BU3HAYeHHs MpiOopUTETIB Jiep>kaBHoro pearyBaHHfA. Ha ocHOBI
MPOBEJIEHOTO aHa/li3y BU3HA4YeHO, W[0 MPOTHU[iS TNOJITUYHIA Kopyniii moTpebye
KOMIIJIEKCHOT'O MiAX01y, AKMH BKJIIOYA€E 3a6e3neYeHHs TPO30POCTi BUGOPYHX MPOLIECIB,
iHCTUTYLiiHE po3MeXKyBaHHSA MOJIITUKU Ta 6i3Hecy, MOCUJIEHHS He3aJIeXKHOCTi CyZ10BOi
BJa/iY, PO3BUTOK TIPOMaJCbKOTO KOHTPOJIO Ta (GOpPMyBaHHS CTiHKOI KyJbTypHU
HETEepPNUMOCTI 10 KOPYNLiMHUX NPAaKTHUK.

KJ/IIOYO0BI CJIOBA

MOJIITUYHA KOPYMIlif, AaHTUKOPYMI[iiiHA MOJITHKa, INy6JiyHe yhpaBJiHHSA,
iHcTHUTYLiliHA cipoMOXHicTb, piHaHCOBI pecypcH, HallioHa/IbHA Ge3neKa.
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1. Introduction

The prevalence of corrupt practices and the level of their penetration into all spheres of public
administration, political processes, economic relations and social development remain one of the key
challenges for socio-economic stability, security and sovereignty of Ukraine. In modern conditions,
corruption reaches such a limit that it remains one of the main threats to national security and
independence, both by citizens of Ukraine and the international community.

The level of corruption has a significant impact on the state of compliance with democratic values
and the functioning of public institutions. Political corruption is a particularly dangerous form of
corruption, since it covers subjects directly involved in the adoption of strategic state decisions, the
formation and implementation of state policy. This type of corruption is concentrated at the highest
levels of the political system and poses a direct threat to the national security and defense capability of
the state.

2. Literature Review

The analysis of scientific papers on political corruption and anti-corruption activities in the public
administration system indicates the presence of various theoretical and methodological approaches to
its interpretation as one of the key factors of institutional inefficiency of state mechanisms for combating
corruption. The studies emphasize that political corruption significantly limits the effectiveness of anti-
corruption policy, significantly affects the processes of managerial decision-making and weakens the
institutional capacity of the state. This issue is especially relevant in the context of martial law, European
integration processes and growing security challenges, when political corruption simultaneously acts
not only as a factor of managerial inefficiency, but also as a constant threat to the national security of
Ukraine.

In the works of Ukrainian researchers, corruption is interpreted as a structural factor of negative
changes in the public administration system. In particular, in the research of 0. Dlugopolskyi, attention
is focused on the relationship of corruption with the institutional weakness of the state, inefficiency of
the distribution of public resources and disruption of the functioning of managerial decision-making
mechanisms. In this context, corruption is considered not only as an offense, but as a systemic risk to
the functioning of public policy [5].

A separate area of research is the analysis of corruption risks. The work of A. Pohorilyi emphasizes
the complexity of identifying and interpreting corruption risks, which limits the effectiveness of anti-
corruption policy and complicates the formation of preventive management mechanisms. This is
consistent with the approaches of modern institutional theory, according to which the level of
corruption is determined by the quality of the institutional environment and the effectiveness of control
mechanisms [13].

An important area of scientific research is the connection between political corruption and
national security. In the work of I. Shopina, corruption in the defense and public administration sector
is considered as a factor that directly affects the defense capability of the state and its ability to respond
to external threats. Similarly, in Korczak’s study, anti-corruption policy is defined as a basic component
of ensuring national security, which confirms its strategic importance in the context of modern security
challenges [10; 12; 15].

A number of studies emphasize that in the context of armed conflict, corruption risks are
increasing, especially in the field of defense procurement and public finance management. This
reinforces the importance of transparency of policy implementation and the effectiveness of anti-
corruption measures [14].

Studies show that corruption negatively affects economic and social security, reduces the
efficiency of public investments, significantly changes the structure of budget expenditures and worsens
the investment climate. This confirms the systemic nature of corruption as a factor affecting all key areas
of social development [2; 16].
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3. Problem Statement

The article is aimed at a comprehensive analysis of political corruption as a systemic phenomenon
of public administration, which is a key factor in the ineffectiveness of anti-corruption policy and forms
multi-level threats to the national security of Ukraine.

4. Methods and Materials

The following sources of information were used in the work: the results of sociological surveys on
the perception of corruption among citizens in Ukraine, analytical materials of international
organizations, as well as scientific publications, in particular, the works of Ukrainian scientists in the
field of public administration, anti-corruption policy and national security.

The current regulations of Ukraine in the field of preventing and combating corruption, and
regulating the functioning of the system of public administration and ensuring national security, were
also considered.

The following methods of scientific research were used to study these sources. Among the general
scientific methods, the methods of analysis and synthesis were used to systematize scientific approaches
to the interpretation of political corruption, its forms and mechanisms of influence on state institutions.
Inductive and deductive methods made it possible to summarize the data of sociological research and
form theoretical conclusions about the nature of corruption practices in modern Ukraine.

The systemic approach is used to study corruption as a multi-level phenomenon that covers
political, administrative, economic and social dimensions. Thanks to this, the relationship between
political corruption, the quality of public administration and the state of national security has been
determined.

The comparative method is used to analyze the scientific approaches of Ukrainian and foreign
researchers to the interpretation of political corruption and anti-corruption policy. This made it possible
to identify common trends in the interpretation of corruption as an institutional risk and a systemic
challenge for public administration.

The content analysis was used to process the results of analytical reports and scientific
publications on the prevalence of corruption, the level of public trust in state institutions and the
perception of political corruption in Ukraine.

5. Results and Discussion

The effectiveness of the state anti-corruption policy, as well as any other state policy, largely
depends on the use of complete, objective and verified data, as well as on the focus on solving key
problems in the field of preventing and combating corruption. Such problems can be solved more
effectively if there is statistical, sociological and analytical information about their causes,
consequences, scale and dynamics. This is the basis of the concept of the full cycle of state policy
formation, which is used in European countries and other developed countries.

Ensuring the full cycle of state policy formation is also provided for by Ukraine’s international
obligations under the UN Convention against Corruption (Articles 5, 6, 61), as well as the
recommendations of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development on assessing the
effectiveness of anti-corruption policy. At the same time, in Ukraine, the process of forming anti-
corruption policy is not always based on sufficiently complete and reliable data, which affects its
effectiveness.

In particular, anti-corruption policy is not always sufficiently focused on solving the main
problems in this area and is often non-systemic. When making decisions, the previous experience of
Ukraine and other countries is not always taken into account, the interests of all stakeholders are not
fully analyzed, and possible options for solving problems are not always considered comprehensively.
In addition, further monitoring, coordination and evaluation of decisions are not carried out effectively
enough, which reduces the overall effectiveness of anti-corruption policy.

Sociological studies that are systematically conducted in Ukraine indicate that corruption
continues to be perceived by the population as one of the most pressing social problems. At the same
time, the results of surveys show that a significant part of citizens do not have direct experience of
corruption in everyday life [8].
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Modern research also shows that the greatest public concern is high-level, or political, corruption.
Instead, corruption manifestations at the household level are often perceived by the population as less
dangerous for society or even not always identified with corruption activities. This situation is largely
due to the low level of trust in state institutions, which has been formed over a long historical period.
The functioning of Ukrainian society under totalitarian political regimes contributed to the formation of
the perception of state power as an institution separated from society, which significantly influenced
the level of public trust and the peculiarities of citizens’ attitudes to corruption.

Additional factors in the formation of public distrust were the lack of stable democratic traditions,
insufficient development of mechanisms of civic participation and limited opportunities for effective
public control over the activities of public authorities. The combination of these factors has significantly
complicated the process of building trust in state institutions and the formation of an effective system
of democratic governance, even after a significant period after Ukraine’s independence.

At the same time, an important prerequisite for overcoming non-transparent mechanisms for the
functioning of political institutions and establishing the principles of integrity, openness and
accountability in the activities of political parties is a high level of public attention to the problems of
political corruption. Active public control, an appropriate level of political culture of voters and public
demand for transparency of political processes are important factors in the formation of effective
mechanisms for preventing political corruption. In this context, it is of particular importance to
strengthen public monitoring of the activities of political parties, financing election campaigns and the
political decision-making process, which contributes to strengthening democratic standards for the
functioning of the political system and reducing corruption risks in the field of public administration.

To date, Ukraine has formed the necessary prerequisites for the further development of the state
mechanism for preventing and combating corruption, including political corruption, which is confirmed
both by the development of anti-corruption legislation and the activities of specialized institutions and
civil society [9]. In the works of Ukrainian researchers, the problem of corruption is most often analyzed
in the context of public procurement, the activities of government bodies and political processes [4; 5].
In the scientific aspect, political corruption is defined as the unlawful use of official position,
administrative resources and political influence by representatives of the political elite and subjects of
power relations in order to obtain personal, group or corporate benefits connection with the processes
of state policy development, managerial decision-making, allocation of budget resources and control
over the main state institutions. Unlike other corruption manifestations, it has a systemic character,
since it is able to affect not only certain areas of public administration, but also the functioning of the
political system as a whole, the level of democratic development and the state of national security of the
state. Participants in political corruption can be various representatives of the public administration
system and the political environment, in particular political parties, government officials,
representatives of executive structures and other subjects of political activity. In scientific research,
political and bureaucratic forms of corruption are usually distinguished. Political corruption is mainly
associated with the struggle for power resources, influencing election campaigns and legislative
processes, while bureaucratic corruption manifests itself in the field of administrative activities due to
abuse of official powers by officials. In modern scientific approaches, corruption is interpreted as a
complex multi-level phenomenon that has a negative impact on the economy, the system of public
administration, the social sphere and the international authority of the state. It is considered not only
as a set of individual illegal practices, but as a factor that deforms management mechanisms, disrupts
the effective allocation of resources and reduces the level of institutional capacity of the state.

First of all, corruption negatively affects the public investment system, creating a situation in
which the increase in funding does not provide an adequate increase in the efficiency and quality of
project implementation. States with a high level of corruption are characterized by irrational use of
budget resources, artificially overestimation of the cost of work, misappropriation of funds and
insufficient control over the implementation of investment programs. In the current conditions in
Ukraine, even with a tendency to increase capital investments in 2025, there are significant risks of
corruption influence on the processes of post-war recovery, which can lead to a decrease in the
effectiveness of reconstruction and an increase in losses of public finances in the absence of effective
mechanisms for controlling and preventing corruption.

At the same time, corruption causes a deformation of the structure of public expenditures, which
manifests itself in a reduction in funding for socially important areas, in particular education and
healthcare, and the concentration of resources in industries with high corruption risks, primarily
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defense and infrastructure. In the context of a full-scale war, an increase in defense spending is
objectively necessary, but these areas require an increased level of transparency and control, as they
remain the most vulnerable to corruption abuses and inefficient use of funds.

A separate consequence of corruption is the weakening of the fiscal capacity of the state, which is
manifested in the reduction of tax revenues, the spread of tax evasion schemes and the expansion of the
shadow sector of the economy. This leads to a decrease in the financial resources of the state budget and
limits the possibilities of implementing long-term development programs, in particular in the social and
security spheres. In addition, the high level of corruption worsens the investment attractiveness of the
state due to the instability of the regulatory environment, high risks and the increase in the cost of doing
business. As a result, credit external financing mechanisms prevail, which increases the debt burden and
macroeconomic risks, while countries with lower levels of corruption demonstrate a higher ability to
attract foreign direct investment as the basis for sustainable economic development.

Corrupt practices significantly reduce the efficiency of public administration and weaken the
institutional capacity of authorities [13]. Under such conditions, managerial decisions are increasingly
focused not on the public interest, but on obtaining private benefits, which is accompanied by an
increase in bureaucratic workload, complication of administrative procedures, political instability and
the spread of informal decision-making practices. As a result, this leads to distortion of market
mechanisms, a decrease in the level of competition, increased monopolization of certain sectors of the
economy and the formation of artificial barriers to the entry of new market participants, which
negatively affects innovative development and competitiveness [7].

In the social dimension, corruption worsens the quality and accessibility of public services,
primarily in the fields of education and healthcare, which contributes to the growth of social inequality,
increased poverty and reduced social mobility of the population. As a result, a steady decline in the level
of trust in state institutions is formed, social cynicism spreads, civic activity weakens and tolerance to
informal practices increases [2; 16].

In the broader economic context, corruption functions as a hidden additional “tax” on the
economy, as it increases business costs, increases the cost of public services, distorts the mechanisms
for allocating resources, and reduces the competitiveness of honest economic actors. This leads to an
increase in transaction costs, a reduction in investment activity, especially in the small and medium-
sized business sector, and an overall decline in the productivity of the economic system.

In the macroeconomic dimension, corruption is seen as a hidden additional burden on the
economic system, as it increases business costs, increases the cost of public services, distorts the
mechanisms of resource allocation and weakens the position of honest business entities. This, in turn,
leads to an increase in transaction costs, a decrease in investment activity, especially in the small and
medium-sized business sector, as well as to a general decline in the efficiency of the economy [1].

The most systemic impact of corruption is manifested in the field of national security, as it
weakens the institutional stability of the state, reduces the effectiveness of the security and defense
sector, and limits the ability of the state to respond promptly to internal and external threats [15].
Corrupt practices in the defense, law enforcement, and management spheres reduce defense
capabilities, lead to inefficient use of critical resources, and create vulnerabilities that can be exploited
by external actors to destabilize the state. At the same time, corruption reduces the level of trust in state
institutions, which is a key element of national resilience, and negatively affects the ability of the state
to ensure internal stability, economic security and the implementation of strategic interests. Taken
together, this forms a long-term systemic threat to national security, as corruption limits the state’s
ability to mobilize resources, effectively manage crises, and maintain the resilience of institutions in war
and post-war conditions [12]. In the context of Ukraine’s European integration course and Russia’s
armed aggression, corruption remains one of the key challenges of state development. It makes it
difficult to approach the standards of the European Union and weakens the state’s ability to function
under martial law. In the context of a full-scale war, there is an intensification of investigations into
corruption offenses in the defense sector [4]. The war has increased sensitivity to the use of public
resources, and therefore corrupt practices have become especially socially dangerous, as they directly
affect the defense capability, resilience of institutions and the level of trust in them. During martial law,
corruption takes various forms, including abuse of power, misuse of international financial and
humanitarian aid, as well as misappropriation of budget funds directed to defense and social needs. Such
practices reduce the effectiveness of public administration and create direct risks to meet the needs of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine and the civilian population, which may affect the overall dynamics of

6
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military processes. International expert circles and the Ukrainian society express concern about the
potential increase in corruption risks in connection with the possible transition of international support
from military aid to financing the restoration of destroyed infrastructure [6; 14]. A separate group of
corruption risks in the field of civil service is represented by cases of obtaining illegal benefits for
facilitating evasion of military duty, including through the issuance of forged medical documents. Such
practices violate the principle of equality of citizens before the law, increase social inequality and
negatively affect the level of social cohesion under martial law.

At the same time, a significant factor in the persistence of corruption risks is the insufficient level
of digital transformation of public administration, which negatively affects the efficiency of executive
authorities and local self-government, as well as the speed and convenience of obtaining administrative
services by citizens and businesses. In the field of informatization, the key problem is the imperfection
of the organization of public procurement, in particular, the improper preparation of tender documents
and the insufficient level of technical competence of responsible persons, which can lead to an
overestimation of the cost of procurement or the use of conditions that restrict competition [11].

An additional source of risks is the dependence of the provision of administrative services on
paper certificates and documents, which requires significant interaction of citizens with the authorities
and creates preconditions for abuse. Although digitalization allows automating data exchange between
state registers and reducing contact with officials, its full implementation is limited by the low technical
level of individual information systems and their insufficient integration into the unified digital
infrastructure of the state.

As a result, these manifestations of corruption go beyond purely economic issues and become a
threat to national security. They weaken the stability of the public administration system, reduce the
efficiency of the use of resources necessary for the defense and restoration of the state, as well as reduce
the institutional stability of the state. finances and strengthening the responsibility of officials. Only if
corruption risks are systematically reduced, it is possible to ensure the effective operation of state
institutions, strengthen the security potential of the state and achieve the defined strategic development
goals. Combating political corruption involves a set of interrelated measures. First of all, it is important
to ensure transparent and competitive democratic elections, which reduces the possibility of illegal
influence on the formation of state authorities. A clear distinction between political activity and business
interests also plays a significant role, which minimizes conflicts of interest and reduces the level of
lobbying influence on the decision-making process. impartiality of the judicial system, which provides
legal control and prosecution for corrupt actions in the political sphere. An important element is the
development of effective mechanisms of public control that increase the level of accountability of
authorities to society. In addition, it is essential to create a political culture of intolerance to corruption,
in which such practices are perceived as socially unacceptable and lose their legitimacy.

6. Conclusions

Strengthening the institutional capacity of the anti-corruption system to identify and assess
corruption risks in key areas of public life contributes to the formation of a more systematic approach
to combating corruption. In this process, the interaction of state anti-corruption bodies with
representatives of the expert community, scientific institutions, civil society and international technical
assistance programs is important, which ensures the comprehensiveness of analysis and consideration
of various dimensions of corruption practices.

At the same time, within the framework of the functioning of anti-corruption policy, political
corruption needs special attention as a factor that significantly affects the effectiveness of public
administration and the ability of anti-corruption mechanisms to be implemented. Its manifestations at
the level of political decision-making, resource allocation and the formation of managerial priorities can
limit the effectiveness of anti-corruption measures and reproduce corruption risks in other sectors of
public administration. In this context, political corruption is one of the key challenges for ensuring the
integrity of anti-corruption policy and strengthening the national security of the state. The main reasons
for the existence of the vast majority of such corrupt practices are two interrelated blocks of factors. The
first of them is the general low level of quality of regulatory legal acts regulating the relevant areas of
social relations. This is manifested in the inconsistency of legal regulation with modern socio-economic
realities and managerial challenges, the insufficient ability of legal norms to effectively perform the
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function of regulating social processes and satisfying public needs, as well as in the presence of gaps,
collisions and cases of duplication of functions of different authorities.

The second block of factors is related to the presence of provisions in regulatory legal acts that,
independently or in cooperation with other norms, create preconditions for committing corruption
offenses or corruption-related offenses. Such provisions include, in particular, improper determination
of the competence of state authorities and local self-government bodies, insufficient specification of the
content and scope of rights and obligations of persons, unreasonable establishment of benefits,
advantages or other privileges for certain categories of subjects, the use of evaluative legal
constructions, the presence of conflicts and gaps in legislation, as well as excessive duplication of powers
of different bodies.

To minimize corruption, it is not enough to limit oneself only to strengthening criminal law
response, increasing the efficiency of law enforcement agencies or forming proper moral and ethical
attitudes in society. An important direction of anti-corruption policy should be the creation of such
institutional and administrative conditions under which meeting the needs of citizens and business
entities in a legal way will be more accessible, cost-effective and procedurally convenient than the use
of corrupt practices.

In this context, the promising areas for improving the public administration system are the
digitalization of administrative processes, the automation of individual management decisions, the
expansion of remote provision of public services, the increase in the transparency of the activities of the
authorities and the simplification of administrative procedures. The implementation of such measures
helps to reduce direct contact between citizens and officials, minimize discretionary powers and,
accordingly, reduce opportunities for corruption risks.

At the same time, it is advisable to consider information and communication campaigns not as an
independent mechanism for overcoming corruption, but as an auxiliary tool aimed at supporting and
popularizing the created legal alternatives to corrupt models of behavior. Their effectiveness largely
depends on the real functioning of transparent and accessible mechanisms for interaction between
citizens and businesses with the public sector.

The formation of partnership interaction between the state and business is of particular
importance. Within the framework of such interaction, the state should encourage business entities to
use legal and transparent mechanisms for resolving disputes in relations with the public sector,
minimizing the practice of using informal or corrupt methods to achieve managerial or economic results.
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