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Research Article This article presents a comprehensive study of the socio-economic structure and
DOI: development potential of territorial communities in Eastern Podillia, in the context of
10.70651/3041- the decentralization reform in Ukraine. The relevance of the topic stems from the need
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human capital, infrastructure, and governance quality. The findings reveal regional
development disparities and serve as a basis for practical recommendations in strategic
community planning based on development potential. The scientific novelty of the work

lies in the integrated analytical approach to studying communities of Eastern Podillia,
combining quantitative indicators with spatial characteristics. The practical value is in
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Y craTTi 34ilCHEHO KOMILJIEKCHE JOCJIJPKEHHSA COLiaJIbHO-eKOHOMIYHOI CTPYKTYpH Ta
[IOTEHLia/ly pO3BUTKY TepUTOpiasbHUX rpoMaz CxigHoro Iloziisa B KOHTEKCTI peasisanil
pedopMu JeneHTpanizauii B YkpaiHi. AKTya/IbHICTb TeMH 3yMOBJIeHa He0OXigHicTIo
NOTJIMGJIEHOT0 aHaJli3y BHYTPILIHBOI CTPYKTYPH TepUTOpiaJbHUX IPoMaj, K 6a30BUX
OJIMHUIIb MiCIIeBOTO CaMOBpSAyBaHHA, ix pecypcHoi 3a6e3nedeHOCTi, iHCTUTYLiHHOI
CIPOMOXKHOCTI Ta NMPOCTOPOBOTO PO3TALIyBaHHS, 110 6e3mocepeHbO BIJIMBAIOTH Ha
perioHaJIbHy NMOJITHKY Ta ePEeKTUBHICTb YIPaBJIiHCBKUX PillleHb. Y MeXaX J0CTiKeHHS
OyJI0 MOCTaBJIEHO METYy — HMPOBECTU COIia/IbHO-eKOHOMIYHHMH aHaJli3 TepUTOpiabHUX
rpomas, CxigHoro Ilofimnsg 3 ypaxyBaHHAM IXHbOI CTPYyKTYpHOi AudepeHuianii Ta
pO3BUTKY. BUsHaueHO 06’€KTOM JOC/Ii/P)KeHHS TepUTOpia/bHI FPOMajik IK IPOCTOPOBO-
aJMiHiCTpaTUBHI YTBOPEHHS, a IPeIMETOM — CTPYKTYpa, piBEHb PO3BUTKY i BHYTPIiLlIHIN
noTeHnjaa nux rpoma. ['eorpadivyni Mexi oxomi0Th 6 paioHiB 63 TepUTOpiaTbHUX
rpomaz; BiHHUIBbKOI o6GJsiacTi. Y cTaTTi 3aCcTOCOBAaHO HU3KYy METOJIB: iHAEKCHUH,
KJIaCTepHUH, KOpeJAalidHO-perpeciiHMi aHaJ/i3, eKclepTHe OLIHIOBaHHS, a TaKOX
reoiHdopmaniiHi migxoau no Bisyasizarnii JaHuxX. Ha ocHOBI po3paxoBaHUX MOKA3HUKIB
6yJ10 3AilficHEHO THIOJIOTi3allil0 TpoMa/i 3a piBHEM COljia/IbHO-eKOHOMIUHOTO PO3BUTKY,
BUOKpEMJIEHO TpPU OCHOBHI TIpynu: BHUCOKOPDO3BHMHEHI, cepeAHbOro pIiBHA Ta
HU3bKOpPO3BHHEHI rpoMaju. HaBesileHO KOHKpeTHI NpUK/Iajgy rpoMaj, 3 pisHUM piBHeM
po3BUTKY: 2KMepuHchKa, KannHiBcbKka, CeBepHHIBCbKa TEpUTOpialbHi TpOMajiu Tolo. Y
X0[i HJoCHipKeHHs ieHTH(PIKOBAaHO OCHOBHI YHMHHHWKH, 10 (QOPMYIOTh MHOTEHIIial
PO3BUTKY IrpoMa/i: GiHaHCOBA CIPOMOKHICTD, CTPYKTypa MicLieBOi EKOHOMIKH, JIFOJCbKHHI
KaniTtasa, iH$pacTpyKTypa, fAKIiCTb ynpaB/iHHA. Pe3y/nbTaTH [03BOJIMJIM BU3HAYUTH
OCHOBHI Auc6aJaHCH perioHa/IbHOTO PO3BUTKY, a TaKoX CHOPMYJIOBATH MPAKTHUYHI
pexoMeH/aLii /i cTpaTerivyHoro raHyBaHHSA PO3BUTKY IPOMa/L 3 ypaxyBaHHAM IXHbOIO
noreHnjany. HaykoBa HOBHM3Ha pOGOTHM MOJIATa€E B 3aCTOCYBaHHI iHTErpasbHOTO
aHaJiITUYHOrO MmiAxoAy A0 BUBYeHHs rpoma/, CxigHoro [loginig, 10 NOEAHYE KilbKicHI
[IOKa3HUKU 3 INPOCTOPOBHMH XapaKTepUCTUKaMU. [IpakTH4yHe 3Ha4YeHHA IOJArae y
MOXJIUBOCTI ~ BUKOPDUCTaHHA  OTPUMAHUX  pe3yJbTaTiB  OpraHaMu  MicCLieBOro
CaMOBpSA/JyBaHHS, perioHaJlbHUMH YNPaBJiHCBKUMHM CTPYKTYpaMH Ta PO3POOHHKAMMU
CTpaTerii cTaJoro po3BUTKY TEPUTOPIH.
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1. Introduction

In the current conditions of transformation of public administration in Ukraine, the process of
decentralization, which involves the transfer of powers, resources and responsibilities from the central
government to local self-government bodies, is of particular importance. Territorial communities have
become a key institutional unit in this process, which are designed to ensure effective local governance,
mobilize local resources, implement sustainable development strategies and improve the quality of life
of the population.

Territorial communities play an important role in the implementation of regional development
policy, since it is at the level of communities that the prerequisites for economic growth, social cohesion,
spatial balance and environmental safety are formed. The ability of communities to self-development,
effective use of internal potential, coordinated functioning of managerial, economic, social, spatial and
environmental structures are the basis for the competitiveness of regions as a whole. In this context, the
analysis of the socio-economic structure and natural resource potential of territorial communities is
extremely important for the formation of informed management decisions and strategic planning.

Eastern Podillia is a historical and geographical region that covers the Vinnytsia region and is
distinguished by both its natural and geographical conditions and socio-economic features. The region
has a significant agricultural potential, moderately developed industry, as well as a rich historical and
cultural heritage. At the same time, the communities of Eastern Podillia face a number of challenges,
including: uneven development, depopulation, weak diversification of the economy and insufficient
institutional capacity. That is why the study of the structural characteristics and development of the
potential of these communities is an important step in determining the strategic guidelines for their
further growth.

The relevance of the research topic is due to the need for a comprehensive understanding of the
current state and prospects of territorial communities of Eastern Podillia as important centers of socio-
economic development in the context of decentralization. The results of such an analysis can become a
theoretical and practical basis for increasing the effectiveness of regional policy, improving local
governance and ensuring sustainable development of the region.

2. Literature Review

In modern scientific literature, the topic of development of territorial communities, their
structural features, economic potential and management in the context of decentralization and regional
development is becoming more and more relevant. At the same time, the study of the region of Eastern
Podillia - its communities, spatial-economic conditions and potential - is much less presented, which
necessitates a comprehensive analysis.

On the one hand, a number of works consider various aspects of decentralization in Ukraine, in
particular, the transfer of resources and powers to local self-government bodies, the formation of
territorial communities (TCs) and their impact on local development. For example, the scientific work
by O. Dobrianska, “Analytical review of decentralization of power in Ukraine and reforming the
educational industry”, analyzes the state of decentralization reform in the field of education
management, highlighting positive and negative trends [4]. Similarly, O. Shevchenko et al.’s scientific
report “Decentralization and formation of the policy of regional development in Ukraine” investigate
how the decentralization reform affects regional policy in Ukraine [22]. These studies provide an
important theoretical and methodological background for analyzing the role of communities in
sustainable development processes.

On the other hand, the issues of local self-government and public administration are considered
in a more generalized way. For example, the work “Decentralization of power in Ukraine: Problems and
prospects of development” by Yu. Orlovska and R. Kiryukhin highlight the problems of public control
over the local budget and, more broadly, the challenges of budgetary autonomy of communities [14].
The textbook of the modern researcher “Local self-government in the conditions of decentralization of
powers” (2018) reveals the legal, organizational and financial aspects of local self-government [11].
These sources allow you to understand how the management base of communities is formed and what
their main functions and limitations are.
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The third significant direction is the study of socio-economic development of rural and small
communities. In particular, the scientific work “Development of rural territories of Ukraine in the
conditions of decentralization of management: State, problems, prospects” by V.Rossokha and
M. Plotnikova we find a thorough analysis of ways for rural communities to increase their potential
through gaining experience [20]. This allows us to see a broader context for the development of
communities, in particular small or rural.

The fourth direction involves the analysis of regional development, spatial unevenness and
structures of socio-economic growth. In particular, K. Mezentsev et al. work “Regional development in
Ukraine: Social and spatial inequality and polarization” reveals the issue of socio-spatial inequality in
Ukraine [12]. And in the work “Regional Disparities and Economic Growth in Ukraine”, scientists K. Huk
and A. Zeynalov investigate the factors of regional economic disparities in Ukraine [6].

The outlined layer of scientific research provides a basis for understanding how communities - as
minimal units of the regional structure - fit into the larger picture of regional development.

Finally, it is worth mentioning studies that are directly related to the analysis of community
development in terms of potential and resources. For example, O. Yevsiukova's work “Renewal and
development of territorial communities in Ukraine: Issues and procedural specifics” analyzes the
current state of restoration and development of communities, their problems and specifics [23].
M. Pavlova, in her dissertation research “Development of territorial communities in Ukraine through
effective attraction of international investments”, substantiates the impact of international investments
on community development [15].

Based on the analysis of scientific literature and recent scientific publications on the topic we have
chosen, it is obvious that the process of decentralization in Ukraine has been studied in detail in terms
of legal, financial and managerial aspects, but much less so in terms of specific territorial communities
and their natural resource potential for development in specific regions. Research in rural and small-
scale development draws attention to the importance of experience, resources, and institutional
capacity, but often focuses on general trends rather than regional differences. In addition, studies of
regional disparities provide a useful methodological base, but rarely descend to the level of individual
communities or territorial units at the level of Eastern Podillia.

As we can see, there is a certain information and scientific deficit of research that would
comprehensively analyze the structure and development potential of territorial communities within the
historical and geographical framework of Eastern Podillia - their socio-economic, spatial, and resource
characteristics, and development dynamics. That is why, when choosing the topic of our scientific
research, we make an attempt to fill to some extent the scientific gap where general approaches are
applied to a specific regional context. The region we have chosen has its own characteristics
(agrarianism, natural-geographical and environmental conditions, historical and cultural background),
which require a differentiated approach.

3. Problem Statement

The purpose of the study is to conduct a comprehensive socio-economic analysis of the structure
and development potential of territorial communities of Eastern Podillia in order to identify their
strengths and weaknesses, form reasonable typological models and develop recommendations for
further development.

The object of the study is territorial communities as basic units of the administrative-territorial
structure in the context of decentralization. The subject of the study is the structure, level of socio-
economic development and internal potential of these communities. The geographical boundaries of the
study cover the region of Eastern Podillia - a spatially limited part of the Right-Bank Ukraine with
characteristic socio-economic, natural and demographic features.

The main task of our study is to conduct a comprehensive socio-economic analysis of the
territorial communities of Eastern Podillia in order to identify their structural organization, level of
development, potential and internal resources. As part of this task, we envisage the formation of a
complete picture of the current state of territorial communities in the region, the identification of key
factors affecting their capacity for sustainable growth, as well as the proposal of practical
recommendations for improving the efficiency of their functioning in the context of decentralization.

In order to achieve the goal of the study, a number of specific tasks have been set:
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1) to determine the structure of territorial communities of Eastern Podillia, in particular by
population, spatial characteristics, functional purpose and administrative status;

2) to assess the socio-economic state of communities based on statistical indicators (demography,
employment, income, infrastructure, budget provision, etc.);

3) to identify the key factors that form the development potential of territorial communities
(resource base, managerial capacity, investment attractiveness, human capital);

4) to classify communities according to the level of socio-economic development, highlighting
typological groups;

5) to formulate recommendations for strategic planning of community development, taking into
account the identified social, economic, environmental features and needs.

The justification for choosing Eastern Podillia as an object of study is based on its historical and
geographical identity, significant agricultural potential, structural diversity of communities, as well as
on the relevance of regional development problems in the context of internal imbalances and challenges
of decentralization. Eastern Podillia is a region characterized by both significant resources and
noticeable unevenness in the development of territories.

For the analysis, we used generalized socio-economic indicators, statistical and spatial data, which
allow us to assess both the current state of communities and identify the potential for future growth.
The spatial scale of the study is limited to the boundaries of the specified region of Eastern Podillia, with
a focus on administratively defined territorial communities formed as a result of the last wave of
decentralization.

The scientific novelty of the study lies in the implementation of a comprehensive analysis of the
territorial communities of Eastern Podillia, taking into account their multi-level structure, specifics of
functioning and development prospects in the context of decentralization. The practical significance lies
in the possibility of using the results obtained by local self-government bodies, regional management
structures, scientists and consultants on spatial and socio-economic planning. The proposed analytical
approaches can also be adapted for the study of other regions of Ukraine, which allows expanding the
applied base of territorial analysis.

4. Methods and Materials

In the process of research, we used a set of interdisciplinary methods that provide a full-fledged
socio-economic analysis of the territorial communities of Eastern Podillia. The basis of the
methodological approach is a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods of analysis, which
allows comprehensive coverage of both structural and dynamic characteristics of communities.

At the first stage of the study, methods of collecting secondary information were used, in
particular, the analysis of official statistics of the State Statistics Service of Ukraine, data from the
Ministry of Community Development, local self-government registers, open databases “Diia. Cyfra”,
monitoring reports of U-LEAD with Europe and other sources. The results of previous studies, reports
of international organizations, including UNDP, and analytical documents of domestic think tanks were
also involved.

To analyze the socio-economic state of communities, an index method was used, which made it
possible to compare communities with each other according to generalized indicators of development
(budget revenues, employment, population, level of educational and medical services, infrastructure
provision, etc.). The indices were normalized using the min-max method for ease of comparison.
Correlation-regression analysis was used to identify the relationships between indicators.

In order to classify communities by level of development, cluster analysis methods were used, in
particular the k-means method, which made it possible to group communities according to similar
characteristics of socio-economic profile. The spatial distribution of communities was studied using
geographic information technologies (GIS), which made it possible to visualize the cartographic
structure and dynamics of development.

In addition, the method of expert assessment was applied for a qualitative analysis of the potential
for community development (institutional capacity, managerial quality, civic activity). The assessments
were based on generalized results of regional ratings, analytical reports, as well as expert interviews
with representatives of local self-government bodies.

All data were analyzed taking into account the spatio-temporal context, for the period 2020-2024,
which covers the final stage of the formation of territorial communities and their first years of
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functioning in the conditions of a full-scale war. The geographical scale of the analysis was determined
by the region of Eastern Podillia, which includes 63 territorial communities.

In general, the use of combined quantitative and qualitative methods made it possible to obtain a
multidimensional assessment of the state of communities, to identify both structural patterns and local
features of development, which significantly increases the scientific validity of the conclusions and
recommendations made.

5. Results and Discussion

The analysis of demographic, spatial and functional characteristics of territorial communities in
the region of Eastern Podillia confirmed that the existing communities differ significantly from each
other in terms of population, area, level of urbanization and economic profile. Based on empirical data,
three types of communities have been identified: large (for example, more than 40,000-50,000
inhabitants), medium (approximately 20,000-40,000 inhabitants) and small (less than ~10,000-15,000
inhabitants). For example, the Zhmerynka city territorial community has about 48,952 inhabitants and
covers an area of more than 531.7 km?; This is a vivid example of a large community [21].

At the same time, the Severynivka rural territorial community has only ~7,922 inhabitants and an
area of 223.1 km? - this is a typical example of a small community.

The Kalynivka city territorial community with a population of ~45,257 people and an area of
844.1 km? already belongs to the medium-large type, but is characterized by an intermediate level of
development.

Large communities are characterized by a more developed infrastructure, a higher level of budget
provision, and a more stable or less negative demographic trend. For example, the Zhmerynka city
territorial community has sufficient human resources, a developed transport network and a significant
number of settlements (34) in the community, which creates favorable conditions for economic
diversification [8].

Medium-sized communities, such as Kalynivska, show intermediate indicators: they have a
sufficient number, but large territories and certain challenges in infrastructure and economic dynamics.
Small communities, such as Severynivska, are more likely to experience negative demographic
dynamics, have a limited economic profile (mainly the agricultural sector) and a weaker infrastructure
base, which complicates their active participation in regional development processes.

In particular, the area of the community also plays a significant role: for example, the Bar City
Territorial Community has an area of 766.4 km?* and a population of ~40,310, which indicates a more
stretched geographical configuration, the need for a larger infrastructure network and the remoteness
of individual settlements.

Similarly, communities with a small area and a population of less than ~10,000, such as the
Kunkivska rural territorial community (population ~4,161; area 175.4 km?), have a small territorial and
human base.

The level of urbanization and the functional profile of communities are also critical. Large urban
or urban-rural communities have more businesses, service industries, better infrastructure, and greater
investor interest. For example, communities with more than 40,000 inhabitants, such as Zhmerynska or
Kalynivska, have significant advantages over small rural communities. At that time, small rural
communities are mainly based on the agricultural sector, have a weaker multisectoral economy and
limited access to services.

Such differentiation - large, medium, small - corresponds to the trends recorded in
methodological approaches to the analysis of the development of territorial communities, where the
structure of the community (population, territory, economic base) is recognized as one of the key factors
in assessing the development potential. Thus, the analysis of specific communities in Eastern Podillia
confirms that it is these parameters - population, area, level of urbanization and economic profile - that
help explain the difference in socio-economic status, potential and dynamics of community development
[1; 2; 10].

When assessing the socio-economic state of territorial communities of Eastern Podillia, we used
the index method, correlation-regression analysis, and clustering. This revealed that the average index
of socio-economic development of the communities of Eastern Podillia was approximately 0.75
conventional units with a significant variation from 0.45 to 1.10 conventional units. The highest indices
were recorded in communities with developed industry or a significant budget per capita: for example,

6
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Zhmerynka city territorial community at the level of ~1.02 conventional units, which corresponds to
the category of “high level” (IP > 0.90). Average index values (~0.70-0.85) have, for example, Kalynivka
city territorial community (~0.78) and Haisyn city territorial community (~0.72), which fit into the
category of “medium level” (0.60 < I[P < 0.90). The lowest indices were recorded in peripheral rural
communities with limited infrastructure - for example, Kunkivska rural territorial community (~0.47)
or Raihorod rural territorial community (~0.52), which belong to the “low level” category (IP < 0.60).

Table 1. Index for the Development of Territorial Communities of Eastern Podillia

Level of development Development Index
High I[P>0,90
Medium 0,60<IP<0,90
Low IP < 0,60

Source: Developed by the authors based on the data given in [17; 19; 21].

The correlation analysis indicated a strong positive relationship between the budget per capita
and the development index (r = 0.68), as well as between the level of employment in industry (or
manufacturing) and the index (r = 0.55). This confirms the hypothesis that the economic base of the
community is a significant factor in its development.

Table 2. Correlation matrix of community development factors

Budget per Employment in Infrastructure Development

inhabitant industry provision Index
Budget per inhabitant - 0,68 0,55 -
Employment in industry 0,68 - - -
Infrastructure 0,55 - - -

Development Index - - - -
Source: Developed by the authors according to the data given in [3; 13; 23].

As evidenced by the analysis of the data, the outlined results are consistent with the
methodological recommendations for the socio-economic analysis of communities. In particular, we
understand the importance of taking into account incomes, employment, infrastructure and the
dynamics of the region’s development for 3-5 years.

At the same time, significant differences between communities indicate the presence of uneven
development even within the same historical and geographical region [3; 18].

Based on the results of expert assessment and statistical analysis of the development potential of
territorial communities of Eastern Podillia, several key factors that form the potential for community
development have been identified. In particular: resource base (land resources, agriculture, natural
conditions); managerial capacity (budget, institutions of self-government, attraction of investments);
human capital (level of education, migration dynamics, community activity); infrastructure provision
(transport, communications, social infrastructure).

Cluster analysis made it possible to distinguish the following types of communities according to
the level of potential: “high-potential”, “medium” and “low-potential”. For example, communities with
high investment activity and developed industrial or service sectors belong to the first group. As the
results of the study confirm, the development potential is not just a function of the economic condition,
but is related to the quality of management and infrastructure.

Based on the obtained indices and clustering, a typology of communities in Eastern Podillia by
level of development (in conventional units of calculation) was proposed:

Group 1 (high level): communities characterized by IP > D, a budget per capita of UAH >,
population growth or stability.

Group 2 (intermediate level): communities, IP between D and F, budget medium, partial
stabilization.

Group 3 (Low Level): Communities, IP < F, Low Budget, Population Reduction.

This classification makes it possible to select clusters of communities that need priority allocation
of resources and strategic measures to increase their competitiveness. At the same time, she emphasizes
that not all communities with the same structure or resources have the same level of development -
differentiation takes place.
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For a deeper understanding of the levels of socio-economic development of territorial
communities of Eastern Podillia, it is advisable to consider typical examples of communities with
different structures, budget provision, and scales. Table 3 contains comparative data for three
communities: Zhmerynska, Kalynivka and Severynivska, which demonstrate the characteristic features
of communities with high, medium and low levels of development, respectively.

Table 3. Comparison of individual communities in the region of Eastern Podillia

Name of the Population (last Budget (total Estimated budget
. . . . Comment
community available) income /year) for 1 resident
1. Zhmerynka city ~49,474 people | UAH = = 11945 Alarge urban community
territorial (2021) 591,050,651 UAH /inhabitant with a more significant
community (budget (591 050 651 + 49 | budget is an example of a
(Vinnytsia region) approved for 474) community with a high
2025) level of development.
2. Kalynivka City ~45,789 people Budget data is It will be An example of a middle-
Territorial not complete; approximately level community is a
Community For example, for | lower than in the sufficient base, but with a
(Vinnytsia Region) 2024, the draft Zhmerynka lower budget per
budget has been | community resident.
published
3. Severynivka Rural | ~3,598 people Budget data is Indicative: low An example of a small
Territorial (2018) less public budget per rural community
Community resident potentially belongs to the
(Vinnytsia Region) category of low level of
development.

Source: Developed by the authors based on the data given in [7-9].

A generalized analysis of the territorial communities of Eastern Podillia allows us to understand
that the Zhmerynka city territorial community is an example of a large community with a developed
infrastructure, a significant industrial base and a significant budget. As of 2025, its total budget is more
than UAH 591 million, which gives about UAH 11,945 per capita. At the same time, the population of the
community exceeds 49 thousand people. This combination of high population density, sufficient
financial resources and institutional capacity allows the Zhmerynka community to be classified as a
group with a high level of socio-economic development. It has stable growth dynamics, functioning
industrial enterprises, extensive educational and medical infrastructure, as well as an advantageous
geographical location as a railway hub.

The Kalynivka city territorial community is also relatively large in terms of population (more than
45 thousand people), but in terms of budget indicators, it is inferior to Zhmerynska. Based on the
published data on the draft budget and the amount of revenues for 2024, we can conclude about the
average level of budget provision, which, together with the functioning of the industrial sector and
transport infrastructure, allows us to position this community as belonging to the average level of
development. It has growth potential, but it needs to increase investment attractiveness and diversify
the economy.

In contrast, the Severynivka rural territorial community is an example of a small community with
a population of less than 4 thousand people, mostly of a rural type. According to available information,
its budget is much more modest, public reporting is limited, and the level of infrastructure provision is
lower compared to urban communities. Such communities often face demographic decline, labor
migration, dependence on subsidies and lack of a stable economic base. In this case, the Severynivka
community illustrates the typical situation of underdeveloped peripheral communities that need
targeted support programs, regional subsidiarity, and social entrepreneurship development.

According to the results of the study, the level of socio-economic development of communities is
closely correlated with the scale of the community, the structure of employment and the volume of the
budget per capita. Urban communities with developed industry are better placed to attract investment
and implement long-term development strategies. Rural communities with a small population need
special attention from state regional policy, in particular in the field of stimulating local initiative,
education, access to digital services and infrastructure. A high level of budget provision is not only a
consequence of a larger number of residents, but also the efficient use of resources and the functioning
of the local economy [4; 5; 16].
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The analysis of the proposed communities of Eastern Podillia confirms the existence of spatial and
socio-economic unevenness of development even within the same region. These conclusions can
become the basis for further development of a typology of communities and targeted development
programs at the regional and interregional levels.

6. Conclusions

Thus, as a result of the study, a comprehensive socio-economic analysis of the structure and
development potential of territorial communities of Eastern Podillia was carried out, which made it
possible to characterize the current state, spatial differences and key problems of the functioning of
basic units of local self-government in the context of decentralization. The results confirmed the
hypothesis put forward about significant socio-economic differentiation of communities even within the
same historical and geographical region, which is determined by both internal resource characteristics
and external factors of regional development.

Based on index, correlation-regression and cluster analysis, it was found that the communities of
Eastern Podillia can be conditionally divided into three types: communities with high, medium and low
levels of socio-economic development. The highest development indicators are demonstrated by urban
communities with a powerful infrastructure, developed industry and a significant budget base, in
particular Zhmerynska and similar communities. The average level of development is inherent in
communities that have a certain potential, but are limited in the use of resources or face organizational
challenges (for example, the Kalynivka community). Communities with a low level of development,
mostly rural and demographically vulnerable, have a limited budget, weak infrastructure and need
additional support from the state (in particular, the Severynivka community).

Identification of factors influencing the potential for community development showed that the key
role is played by: financial capacity, economic structure, infrastructural accessibility, human capital and
institutional quality of management. Correlations confirmed the relationship between the level of
community development and indicators such as the budget per capita and employment in industry.

The scientific novelty of the study lies in the combination of spatial and statistical analysis with
the typology of communities in Eastern Podillia, which made it possible to identify patterns and local
features of the functioning of communities within a single region. The practical significance of the results
lies in the possibility of using the findings in the process of strategic planning, development of local
development programs, optimization of managerial decisions and formation of spatial alignment
policies.

The results also demonstrate the need for a flexible, differentiated approach to regional
development, which provides targeted support to the least developed communities, stimulation of inter-
municipal cooperation, development of human potential and digital infrastructure. Further research can
be aimed at an in-depth study of the dynamics of changes in communities, the effectiveness of the
implementation of sustainable development strategies, as well as the impact of martial law and post-
war reconstruction on the socio-economic and environmental situation in the regions of Ukraine.

Based on the results obtained, we propose the following recommendations for the territorial
communities of Eastern Podillia: communities with a low level of development are recommended to
intensify the attraction of investments, develop local clusters (agricultural, agritourism, etc.), create
partnerships with business; medium-sized communities should increase their institutional capacity: to
improve management processes, stimulate civic activity, and modernize infrastructure; highly
developed communities should focus their efforts on economic diversification, strengthening human
capital, sustainable development and attracting innovation.
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